
Friends, 

 

Sometime in the next 18 months the Marburg & District Residents 

Association will turn 40.  This promises to be a cause for celebration 

as the Association has had a continuous record of existence and 

operation during that period.  But, it is neither a published record 

nor, I believe, one held in the collective memory. 

 

So is it high time we unearthed the Association Archives to uncover 

hidden records of past events and achievements?  In saying “Yes” 

to that, I hasten to reassure you that I am not suggesting a 

definitive history of the Association, but more a loose compilation of 

the Association’s activities and achievements.  It would be record 

through which we, the members, can better appreciate the 

continuity in the activities we undertake, activities which as in the 

past, have provided a forum for community engagement, a place 

for special interest groups to meet, a support for community groups 

and individuals, and above all, activities which are relevant and 

which enhance community spirit and belongingness. 

 

With that thought, I would now like to report to you some of the 

activities and achievements of the past year. 

 

1 The bi-annual Shine Award, valued at $500 has continued to 

attract high quality applicants from the local area including 

Marburg, Glamorgan Vale, Haigslea, Tallegalla and now Minden.  

However, we would like to see more young people applying.  

Awarded to Isabella Ostini in October 2012 and Meg Essex in April 

2013, the award is conducted by a Panel of three, Brian Kickbusch, 

Roslyn Newsham and Lee Cropper.  My thanks go to all three 

panelists for your splendid work in giving the youth and young 

adults in our community the opportunity to be recognized for their 



efforts in a chosen field, to present themselves to a selection panel, 

and to receive quality feedback, if not the winner’s purse.  The 4th 

Round of the Shine Award, which closes on 15th September, is being 

advertised this week.  I urge members to bring this to the attention 

of young people who meet the residential and age requirements.  

Information will be available on the website and at local secondary 

schools.  From next year, the award will be conducted annually and 

be valued at $1,000. 

 

2 Last December saw the awarding of School Based Awards for 

Citizenship, Achievement and Encouragement, to three worthy 

recipients of the Marburg State School senior class.  They were 

Jacob Turnbull, Glenna-May Le Blansch and Jennifer Perina.  Each 

student received a trophy, a $50 cheque and had their names 

engraved on a perpetual trophy held at the school.  This award and 

the Shine Award comprise the Youth and Young Adult Incentive 

Award Program (previously known as the Marburg Youth and Young 

Adult Development Program) and is funded from proceeds of the 

Black Snake Creek Festival. 

 

3 Last year saw the successful staging of the 7th Black Snake 

Creek Festival by the Association through the splendid efforts of the 

Black Snake Creek Festival Committee and Resident Assoc. 

members.  The festival was in similar vein as in previous years, 

however, like every successive festival there is a healthy evolution 

of the program on offer.  In this festival, the Show–n-Shine 

collectable vehicles were displayed angle-parked in the street, 

requiring the closure of Edmond Street throughout much of the day.  

This initiative was welcomed by the drivers and the general public 

and consequently will be repeated at this year’s festival.  Other 

changes included an excellent display which included children’s art 

in All Saints’ Anglican Church, Heritage Games conducted by the 



Marburg State School, a circus workshop and heritage costumes.  

The festival attracted an enthusiastic crowd well in excess of 1,500 

who enjoyed the excellent weather (another welcome change), the 

brilliant live music program once again arranged by our local Muso 

Greg McHugh, art & quilt show, market stalls, children’s activities, 

skateboarding, dancing and much, much more.  Thanks to ICC, 

Rosewood & District Community Bank and Battery World, all other 

sponsors and supporters, including many local organisations 

including the SES, Marburg Police, Show Society etc.  The festival 

raised a net profit of near to $5,000, much needed funds to support 

the ongoing activities of the Association.  This year’s festival is in 

good hands with two additional co-ordinators, Kaylene Smith and 

Phil Marshall doing the heavy lifting, and ably assisted by an 

energetic committee.  More volunteers are needed and I ask 

members to be scouting the neighbourhood for likely helpers. 

 

4 Following the festival we generally took time out until the 

combined break-up with the Rosewood Scrub Historical Society.  

This was held at the Marburg Hotel and we were well looked after 

by Mike, Tina and hotel staff.  Our close connections with the RSHS 

assist us when for one reason or another we cannot hold our 

meetings in the Community Centre.  Thanks to the RSHS for 

providing us with a venue, sometimes at short notice.  

 

5 The Marburg Community Park is the venue for Christmas 

Carols in the Park put on by the combined churches of Marburg.  

Our role as usual was to do the sausage sizzle and serve drinks.  

We ensured the grounds were prepared and other facilities were in 

readiness.  At this point, I wish to thank the ICC for keeping our 

park mowed, a service we greatly appreciate.  It’s always good to 

hear from the Council workers that they enjoy their work 



assignments at Marburg, and in particular their work in the park.  

It’s a welcoming spot, enjoyed by many. 

 

6 Marburg largely avoided seasonal general flooding that 

occurred around us, and damage was generally minimal, but there 

were moments and pockets of concern attended by the SES and 

Marburg Police.  An emergency issue that was more widespread was 

the contamination of the water supply to Marburg in February, 

possibly from bird droppings.  QUU were slow to confirm the 

incident and only after some took sick.  The MDRA blackboard 

provided community advice of the contamination immediately after 

hearing from QUU.  Bottled water was provided to those in need.  

The Deputy General Manager of QUU attended a meeting in 

Marburg hosted by the Residents Association to explain the problem 

and our water supply lines within a day of the issue being resolved. 

 

7 Clean-ups have continued to be somewhat sporadic, but 

Clean-Up Australia Day continued to be observed and organized 

through the MDRA.  The general state of littering in the town 

approaches is mostly appalling, a situation that is occasionally 

brought to heel by a few local residents.  In the township itself, 

litter is under control except where copies of the Gatton Star remain 

on footpaths for weeks on end. 

 

8 One Band in the Park has been held.  This was to raise funds 

for the Laidley Flood Appeal.  Though poorly attended, it was well 

supported by many, resulting in $750 being collected for the cause.  

 

9 Anzac Day Commemorations have become well established on 

the MDRA Events Calendar.  This year’s observance was the best 

attended with some 400 spilling over onto Queen Street, not the 

school children, though, who sat cross-legged, front and centre at 



the feet of the veterans.  Bevan Victor, Dennis Cannon, Les Birnie, 

Mylin Dat, Sarah Salvaisani, Brett Hahn and school children, were 

among the presenters at this solemn and touching ceremony.  The 

Light Horse Re-enactment Group was again in attendance, adding 

an historic note to proceedings.  Afterwards, they performed some 

riding feats to the delight of the crowd.  Thanks to Wendye Gratton.  

Peter Steele, Rodney Newsham and the Anzac Committee for 

arranging the program including the display of memorabilia, some 

of which came to us courtesy of the Rosewood RSL sub-branch. 

 

10 This year we took an often considered step to present a bush 

poets program in the park.  So we advertised it “Marburg’s Poets in 

the Park”.  With good weather and a great deal of support from 

Denleigh Stenzel who organized the Poets, the Marburg School P&C 

for a great breakfast, and generous sponsors, the committee led by 

Terry Willis, was pleased with the outcome and with the public 

response.  It was a great morning, thoroughly enjoyed by everyone 

in attendance.  Perhaps, next year, we may consider holding this 

before June 1, because we were possibly first time lucky with the 

weather. 

 

11 The annual Cancer Appeal “Marburg’s Biggest Morning Tea” 

was a great success, thanks to Members including Wendye Gratton, 

Joy Boughen and Audrey Kickbusch, Roslyn Newsham  and others, 

and of course the 30 who attended along with those who gave 

donations but were unable to attend.  A total of $465 was banked. 

 

12 Throughout this year, MDRA representatives have participated 

in a series of meetings, conducted by the ICC, on the condition of 

the Black Snake Creek, and sustainable development of the 

surroundings.  The MDRA is one of the local community groups that 

participate in these meetings which are presently being assisted by 



a group engaged by ICC whose expertise ranges across several 

aspects including water flow, and soils.  This is ongoing. 

 

13 Coping with and responding to emergencies has particular 

relevance to the Marburg community, and your Association is one of 

the groups involved in advancing this so that emergencies can be 

adequately met at the local level.  It’s more that two years since 

the big flood that caused most concern in the district and the 

region, and I can report that the ICC has emergency management 

officers engaged on developing overall plans and for particular 

communities, with input from the communities involved.  Marburg is 

one of those communities and the MDRA recently participated in a 

meeting with the Emergency Management Officers.  Others involved 

were the Marburg SES, Marburg Police, Marburg Rural Firies.  Many 

matters are on the table, too many to mention here, but one thing 

that it is hoped to develop by summer is an information kit on how 

to prepare for and respond to an emergency (eg loss of power, loss 

of water supply, evacuation etc).   

 

14 Improvements to the Park facilities were carried out thanks to 

Council and the efforts of Cr Pahlke to eventually get this long 

promised work done.  Footpaths were installed, the pergola slab 

was extended, and a cover, with power and lights, was built over 

the barbeque.  The Association funded expensive electrical work 

inside the Community Centre, including repairs, new points and a 

new power board which was badly needed.  Steps front and back 

have been replaced in the interests of public safety.  A Department 

of Communities Grant has allowed us to make repairs and 

improvements to the shed.  This work is ongoing. 

 

15 The Marburg Community Centre and Park serve the Marburg 

and District community well.  The park is a favourite place for 



mothers to swing their young children and for families to enjoy a 

picnic lunch and reunions.  What is noticeable is the general 

absence of vandalism.  Also, the Park is mostly left free of litter by 

those who come to enjoy its surroundings and facilities.  This is a 

credit to the community as a whole, and to those who keep an eye 

out for any signs of misbehavior in the park.  The excellent lighting  

provided by ICC also helps in this regard.  The park is in regular use 

by the Marburg Tai-chi group, and is popular with bus companies on 

day tours.  The Community Centre is a regular meeting place for 

the Lockyer Equestrian Group, the Qld. Square Trotters Group, 

Marburg Pacing Association, the Welsh Pony & Cob Society and the 

Marburg Knitters, Sewers and Craft Group. 

 

16 Our next major event will be the Seniors Day on Wednesday 

21st August once again generously sponsored by the ICC.  

Entertainment starts at 9am with the accordion band, then tai chi, 

morning tea, a jazz duo and lunch.  Excellent percolated coffee will 

be provided by Michael & Helen Grace of AB Fab Catering.  After 

that, we steam ahead towards the Black Snake Creek Festival.  For 

both events the Association seeks the support of members and the 

community generally, as attenders and/or volunteers.  Please talk 

to neighbours, family and friends, join the facebook crowd, or check 

out the mymarburg website, and of course, the Association 

blackboard. 

 

I can say that this has been a busy and productive year for the 

Association made possible principally by volunteers (you), other 

supporters and sponsors.  Our targets for increasing active 

membership should be to attract more younger members to our 

Association and people new to the community.  This is a growing 

township and district and we need to access those in the community 



who can help to carry on and develop our suite activities.  This is 

most important 

In conclusion, I would like to thank my committee of Brian 

Kickbusch (VP), Wendye Gratton (Sec), Bob Hampson (Treas), Co-

ordinators of the Black Snake Creek Festival Committee (Kaylene 

Smith and Phil Marshall), the Seniors Day Committee, the Anzac 

Committee, the Shine Award Panellists, Association members, other 

community members who has assisted the work of the Association 

in the past year, the SES, Marburg Police, Firies, Marburg Post 

Office, Marburg Show Society, Marburg Pacing Assoc, Kaye Martin 

of the Moreton Border News,  Rosewood & District Community 

Bank, the ICC, Mayor Paul Pisasale and Cr David Pahlke. 


